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Review of the Straff. .Ju dge Advoc ate 


1., The attached fecord of trial of Hiroshi Azuma, Fisao Fane- 
yama, Noburo Ichiyanagi, Fiyoji Ishibe, Ieitaro Fukijima, Tokio 
Mi lagnwa and Hiromitzu Saito, at Yokohama, Japan, from 21 July 1947 
to 31 July 1947j by a Military Commission appointed by paragraph 23, 
Special Orders No. 163, Eeadcuarters Eighth Army, United States Army, 
dated’ I'? July 1947V having been referred to the Staff Judge Advocate, 
this review thereof is submitted to the Commanding General. , 


Personal I'ata C 

v v ■ ■ -:--- 

NAME; Hiroshi Azuma 
AGE; 28 , 

RES HENCE: Niigata-ken. Higashi, 
Fambara-gun, Ryo Knnose-Mura, 
Fukado 

m RITAL STATUS: Ma rrie d 
RELATIVES: Father, mother. 

three brothers and one sister. 

EX'UC ATI ON: Middle school 
• • graduate 
VOCATION: Teacher, primary school 
MILITARY CAREER: Inducted 
Japanese Army Januray 1941*, 
Probationary officer March 
1942--November 1942; com¬ 
missioned 2d Lt December 
1942assigned camp com¬ 
mandant Hanose Camp 16-! 

21.April 1944 to 15 Sept 

1945. 


le rning Accused 

FATE OF CONIWiuMENT: 26 Feb 1946 
FATE OF ARRAIGNMENT? 21 July 1947 
PLACE OF TRIAL: Yokohama, Japan 
PERI OF OF TRIAL: 21 to 31 July 
I047 ■ 

LATE OF SENTENCE: 31 July 1947 
SENTENCE: CFL for 7 years 
CLEMENCY HECOMHENTEB BY 
C 0J2O £ S'I ON : Yes 


■ • >; ;■ ■ , ' ..1- . 

NAME: Hisao Faneyama DATE OF CONFINEMENT? 30 December 

AGji:. 33 - 1945 , ’ ' 

RESIDENCE: Niigata-ken, X ATE OF ARRAIGNMENT: 21 July 1947 

Naka Fambara-gun, Juzen- . PLACE OF TRIAL: Yokohama, Japan 

mura,‘Famitopura PERIOD 01 TRIAL: 21 .to 31 July 

MARITAL STATUS: Married 1947 

RELATIVES: Father, mother, XATI, OF SENTENCE = 31 July 1947 

sister, daughter, two sons. SENTENCE:’ GIL for 14 years 

EDUCATION: v8 years primary CLEMENCY RECCIR-ENTEX BY 

’■school .COFKIS SION? No 

VOCATION: Farmer 
MILITARY CAREER': inducted 

Japanese Army 13 Sept 1938> • ✓ . , 

discharged 7 March 194Q, ; : .FED' 

superior private. > 

— ■■■■ - ■■■■■ m i — !»■<■ ; . . . . . ■ ■■ ,■■■■■■■ » —.. » 1 1 ‘ 
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NAME: Noburo Ichiyanagi 

AGES 39 

RESIDENCE; Niigata -hen, 

NiIgata-sbi, Yemanosbita- 
' su'eMro^cbo;- Icblttbome ;■ 4 J 
M.A RTT A L •• STATUS ?' ' Mr rrie c| 
RELATIVES Mother, 2 ferhth 
daughter, softA •' ‘ 
EDUCATION:' 8 years grb.inmer 
^qboo.l. 

VOCATIONOffice. worker 
MILITARY CAREER: ; Inducted • 
Japanese Army- August 1937 
served until July 1939 in 
North China, assigned to 
Quartermaster Corps. 


DATE’ OF CONFim.iCENT: ‘ 1 Feb 1S47 
LATE OF ARRAIGN!®NT: 21 .July 
1947 

PLACE OF TRIAL: Yokohama, Japan 
■PERI or OF TRIAL? -Pi to 31 July 
1947 

iATE OF SENTENCE: 31 July 1947 
SENTENCE: CEL for *j years 
CLEiMENCY ' RECOMMENDED BY 
COIiMlSflON; No 


NAME: Fiyoji Ishiho 
AGE:' .34 . 

RESIPENCE:/ Niigata-kdn, 
Higashi Kambara-gun, 

Ryoka ho se-mura, Obama 
MARITAL .STATES': Married ... 
RELATIVES: Mothe r, 2 siste 
2 brothers. 

EDUCATION: 8 years primary 
$ChOOl . 

VOCATION: Factory worker 
MILITARY CAREER: Served 
U :in Ja pane se Army from 
August to September 1944 


DATE CF CO!®INE!'LNT: 4 Feb 1947 

DATE OF ARRAIGNMENT: 21 July 
1947' 

PLACE OF TRIAL? Yokohama., Japan 
PERIOD OF TRIAL: 21 to 31 July 
1947 

DATE OF SENTENCE: 31 July 19*7 
SENTENCE: CEL for 2 years 
CLEMENCY BECOME EM Ef BN 
- cc'insnoNr No 


DATE' OF*'CONFINEMENT: 3 l arch 
1947- 

DATE CF A UA3GN ENT; 21 July 

1947 

PLACE OF TRIAL: Yokohama, Jr,nan 
PERIOD CF TRIAL: 21 to 31 July 
1947 

I ATE OF fLNTENCEc 31 July 1947 . 
SENTENCE: CEL for 7 years 
CLLISNCY HSCC1IENLED BY 
CC1IIf f ION? No 


NAME: Tokio Minagawa 
AGE: 40 

RE SIT ENCE: Niiga ta -kb n’,. Higa shi _ 
Kanbara-gun, Ryoka se-mura . 
MARITAL STATUS: Married: 
RELATIVES: Mother, 2 brothers, 

2 sisters, 3 sons, 2 daughters. 
EDUCATION: 6 years elementary . 

school 7 " . 

VOCA.TION: Factory Worker 
MILITARY CAREER: Drafted 1927, 

2 years training. Recalled 
into the army Sept ,1937» served 
in China with ah infantry, unit. 
Discharged Aug 1941. 7... *1 . 


4 Feb 1947 
21 July 


.DATE OF CONFJ.NELI.NT: 

I ATE OF ARRAIGNMENT: 

- 1947; . 

PLACE CF. TRIAL: Yokohama, Japan 
.PERIOD OF TRIAL: 21 to 31 July 

1947 

DATE OF TENTLNCE: 31 July 1947 
SENTENCECEL for l£ years 

clemency RECOMMENDED BY , 

R COMMISSION: No 
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FAME-?' Kiromitzu Salto 
AGE:' 27 

REfirENCEt Niigata-ken, 

1 Kighsbi Knmbnra-gun, - 

Ry bka no se -niura. ; 

MARITAL STATUS r 1 Single 
RELATIVES: Father, mother., 

5 brothers 

EFUCATION: : Graduate of 
: priinary • school, 6 years. 
VOCATIONS Factory, laborer 
MILITARY CAREER: : January 
1942, , 2d class private; 

: July 1942, 1st class 
private; March 1943, ' 

! superior 'private: dis¬ 
charged May 1944• 

• -w i 


LATE OF CONFIMSti&NT 4 Feb 1047 
l'-ATE OF ARRAIGNMENT: 21 July 


PLACE OF TRIAL; Yokohama, Japan 
PERIOf CF TRIAL: 21 to 


I ATE OF S ENTENCE: 31 July 1947 

SENTENCES CHL for 5 years 
CLEMENCY RECOMMENCE! BY 
COMMISSION: No 
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AZUMA' ■ * 

'.A'MvU-i:- x'lwfs. Mr;-. . 

. Charget • 'Accused, at .the times 
; and places set forth in the speci- 

■ fICetibhs* hereto attached, and 
during £' time of war between 
the United States of America, 

■ its Allies and €<;e pendencies, 
and Japan, did Violate the Laws 

: end Customs of War. 

•' •; l i . . 

Sp 1: Between 15 April’ 1944 
and, March 1945, at or near 
Tokyo Area Prisoner of War 
Camp 16-1 , Kanose, Niigata,' 

Honshu, Japan, accused did - 
unlawfully disregard and fail 
; to discharge his, duty as Cbm* 

* mander of said Camp to provide 
.for the safety and welfare of 
American and Allied Prisoners 
of War by, allowing and compell¬ 
ing them to work at the Kanose 
Factory’ of the Showa Fehko Com¬ 
pany, Ltd. under dangerous and 
1 hazardous conditions, thereby 
contributing to the deaths of 


NG 


Yes 




NG 


NG 

(R 169) 


Oliver Crowds 11 , John Foster, 
and John Ford Buchan, British 
Prisoners of War, and contribut¬ 
ing to the serious injury of 
Harold Gy Rogers, British Pris 
oner of War, on or about 9 
' March 1945. - 




■ •■■’■■■■ 
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Pp 2! Between 15 April 1944 4 
and 15 August 1945, at or near 
Tokyo Area Prisoner of y-'&r Camp 
16-rP, Kenose, Niigata, Honshu, 

Jrpan, accused aid unlawfully , 
disregard and fail to discharge 
Ms duty as Commander of said 
Camp to provide for, the safety 
and welfare of American and 
Allied* Prisoners of War by allow¬ 
ing and compelling them, to work 
at the Carbori Electrode Depart¬ 
ment df the Kanose, Factory of, 

, the. Shows Tenko Company ,.'. Ltd. ;i' • 
under dangerous and..hazardous ;: 
conditions without safety devices. 
without adequate lighting.,, and 
w f+hout. c ompe't e nt; instruction.;' 
or supervision, thereby contrlv 
buting to the serious injury of,. • 
Richard- Bertie 'Howe, a British 
Prisoner of ^'ar, on or. about.' 

15 September 1944. ; ’ • , ■ ! 

'■ V;|' 

Sp 3: Between 15 April 194,4 
and 15 August 1945, -at or near 
Tokyo Area Prisoner of VarCamp 
16-r 1 , Kanose, Niigata, Honshu^ 
Japan, accused,., then Commander 
of said Camu. did willfully and 
unlawfully mistreat .and obuse 
numerous American and Allied, 
Prisoners of War 'by administer¬ 
ing and permitting to be admin¬ 
istered collective punishment 
for alleged individual offenses. 

:■ ' " ■ ■ i ' ' '■ . .. 

Sp 4i Between .15 April 1944 
arid 15 August 1945, at or near 
Tokyo Area Prisoner of w ar Camp 

16 Kanose, Niigata, Honshu, 
Japan* accused did unlawfully 
disregard and fail to discharge 
his duty as Commander of said 
Camp to control and restrain 
the members- of his command and 
persons, under his supervision 
and control** hy ; permitting them. 
t o.; c ommit the following acts, 
atrocities artd other' offense's 
against Allied Prisoners of War: 


-.iJti'U.y. v-v.v. 




Sp 4-ar< ! <Gn or about 7 May 1945, 
the'unlawful mistreatment by 
HIsao.'Kaneyajna of Captain Walter 
J.. Hewitt*, an;American Prisoner 
of-War,, by beating apd* other¬ 
wise abusing him; ; 


Vi 


Sp 4-b: -On or about 25 May ,1944, 
the Unlawful mistreatment by. 
FiC/hlo K;;riyama. of Captain Walter 
J. Hfewitt , 'an> Aiiericrn .Prisoner 
of War , t>y -beating■ 'and' otherwise 
abusing;.him.. i.t *. • -*••• 4 • 
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fp 4-c: On orfribout .I'$e)?cb 
the rittlawful mistreatment by ; 


Jlf tbis-aC- 

NG 




Ka rierrinsiu ’Ucbic 1 ?! of Captain Walter 
. J£ Bbtfitt j ■ £n ; . African . Ffi'sbnjr 
bf War, by besting and otherwise 
abusing him." 

.h- 5 v- ; ' '•• 


MasaruBartriafiknown;as . 
K&tsU' Sakaucbi arid••bt-hbrg -of >.•?.; 
Harold G; ‘Rogers end Stanley 
Alexander tVilby, British Pris- 
brier's of • War. and a Jnvanese 
Prisbribr- of War* by beating, 
kicking arid Otherwise abusing 
them:*; V ■ ■; !•; ■■ 

''v " '•• y ivi.si■;,.■■ . 

Sp 4■*#;: D ring the Spring of 
1944. the unlawful mistreatment 
by Mic.hio Kuriyama of Eugene 
Jones 4 ari A»ieribhn Prisoner of 
War, by beating and otherwise 
abusing him*: 

. £|F 4 ^f: During' March .1945 , the 
unlawful mistreatment by Knnemasu 
Uchida of Marshal Goff, an Ameri¬ 
can Prisoner of War,- by beating 
him and compelling him; fcb stand ' 
at attention for a long -period of 
time' in severely'cold weather. 

f V'' ' ' !■ , ' ' '■ ■ ,’l. 

£p ;4*g.: During, June 1944, the 
unlawful mistreatment by Kanemasu 
Uchida of Charles B. Gavord, an 

. American Prisoner of Kan, by beat¬ 
ing Mm ? compelling him to stand 
at .attention, in the nude in the 
open in full view of other Pris¬ 
oners of V’k r, c amp pe r s onne 1, 
civilians, and the publicat large, 
for b,\ long Period of ■■time during 
which period he was not fed and 
otherwise abusing him. 

•>>•] vp-L: ' j;; i-.y „ - 

Sp 4 -b 5 During the Spring of 
1945» the unlawful mistreatment 
hy Noburo Ichiyanagi of Captain. 
Donald W. Robinson, an American 
Prisoner of -War, by forcing him 
to stand at attention with n 
ibUckbt of water in each hand for 
a Idhg period of time and by 
otherwise abusing him. 


Sp 1 4-i { During the summer of 
1944., the unlawful mistreatment 
by Kanemasu Uc.hida* of Leo Johnson 
and Arthur Holstein, American 
Prisoners of War, by beating and 
otherwise abusing them.. ' 
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Sp 4- t i: Turing July 1944, the 
unlawful mistreatment by Hiaao •: 
Kaneysma of Arthur"J. Holstein, 
an American Prisoner of War, by 
beating and otherwise abusing him. 


%’ . ' y 

NG 


f P 4-k: Turing. 1945, the unlaw¬ 
ful mistreatment^ by Kanemasu 
Uchitia -oft^ck'P/ Wilsbn, an 
American Prisoner of- Wa'r, by urn-M 
beating and otherwiaa abusing f 
him.;' -■ ■ p*,; 


fp 4-1: Turing March 1945, the 
unlawful mistreatment by Eiseo 
Kaneyama of Donald- Martindale . h 
end Fred Folilis, .American Pris¬ 
oners of War, by' beating- them, • 
by forcing them to stand at at¬ 
tention holding cakes ^f ice in 
their h^nds for -a- long period of 
time in cold weather and by other¬ 
wise abusing them. 

’■Pp'..p ■ 

Fp 4*m; < 'Between •15 April 1944 • 
and 15 August 1945, the unlaw- • 
ful nils treatment by Hiromitsu . j. 
£aito of w* C. Rose^ a British 
Prxsoner of War. J. C. Roy and ? 

R. J. Flassen, American Prisoners 
of Far , and other Allied .'Prisoners 
of Far, by. beating and otherwise 
abusing them, k ■ '• 0 

Sp 4-n: Between 4•June 1945 and 
15 August 1945, the unlawful mis-’ 
treatment by Heitaro Fukishima 



Sp 4-o:i Turing the fall of 1944, 
the unlawful mistreatment by 
Tokio Minagawa of A. M. Head, 
a:British.Prisoner of u ar, by 
beating him with a shovel and 
otherwise abusing him; 

•' /; V- ' . ’ 

f. C ' { ’’ ' ’ P ■'-'.•■a- *. T-: I .Wj, •: .« a '• 

Sp 4-p« Between 15 April 1944 
and^15■August 1945, the Unlawful 
mistreatment of numerous American 
and Allied Prisoners of War, other, 
than aS mentioned in Specification 
4-a through 4-o, inclusive, by 
bbating and otherwise abusing 
them', '. - -VP p ' '• • 

X. '■■? ‘J -t't f v ’ * t /. •. ‘1. . . . '•• • 

‘ V. 


Additional Sps Between 15 April 
1944/and 25 August 1945>at or 
near : Tokyo Area Prisorie r uf War 
Camp. 16-T,' Kanose, Niigata^ Honshu 
Japan; the accused; Commander of 
said Camp, did willfully and Un¬ 
lawfully mistreat J. T. Aikins, 

V* Jones’ and’Russ ell-A. Williams, 
American Prisoners of 'WarPbnd- 
other;Allied and American* Prison¬ 
ers of War by beating and other¬ 
wise abusihg themV - - 
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except the words 
"mistreat V. Jones 
and Russell A. 

Williams,, American 
Prisoners of Far, ✓ 

and other Allied 
and American Prisoners' 
of War," and the words 
"and otherwise abusing 
them", substituting 
therefor the words, 
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Charge; Accused, at' the times 
and -nieces set forth in the 
specifications hereto attached, 
and during a time of war between 

t : . n r. jL-.L:' : 'JLl\ ii n A—. _ S • _ J il , 


the United States of America, its 
Allies and Dependencies, and,,. 
Japan, did violate the Laws ahd 


Customs of War.. . , 

A ; AA ,( A- A aW a : . A ■: }-■'■ ti' A--A' 

Sp 1; During the summer of 1944, 


at Tokyo.Prisoner of War.Camp 


16-r, Niigata Prefecture, Honshu, 
japan, the accused, Hisao Kano- 
yama. did willfully and unlawfully 
mistreat Sergeant Jack hiIson, an 
American Prisoner of War, by beat¬ 
ing :him with a bamboo club and 
otherwise abusing him. 

•t ’ i aa- , ' . ' - , ;r 

Efym'i lh or about August .1944, 
at .‘Tokyo Prisoner of 1v ar Camp 
i6-P, -Kanose, Niigata Prefecture, 
Hdrishp, Japan, accused did will- 
:fully and Unlawfully.mistreat 
Sergeant Arthur J. Holstein, an 
American Pri soner.of War, by beat¬ 
ing him with a bamboo'club. 


,S p 3: During March 1945, at 
Jfokyo Prisoner of War Camp 16-D, 
Kartose,, Niigata Prefecture, 

Honshu, Japan, the accused .did 
willfully and unlawfully mistreat 
Fred L, Koiiljis and Don A, Martin- 
da le', Arne r lea n Pr is oners of Wa r, 

"by beating,"torturing and other¬ 
wise abusing them. 

Sp 4.s On or about 7 May 1945, 

,at.Tokyo Prisoner of War Camp 
;l6-f', .Kanose, Niigata Prefecture, 
Honshu, Japan, accused' did will¬ 
fully and Unlawfully, mistreat,’ 
Capitaln falter J. . Hewitt , an ’ 

Ame fican Pri sprier of' War', by 
beaming and otherwise abusing him. 

Sp 5; Turing the summer of 1945, 
at Tokyo Prisoner Pf War ..Camp 16-D 
Kanose, Niigata Prefecture, Honshu, 
Japan, the accused, singly and 
with others, did willfully and 
unlawfully mistreat.-Corpora 1 - . 
Harold G. Rogers and Private F. A. 
Wi;iby , British Prisoners' of War, 
and another Allied unidentified 
Javanese Prisone’r of War, by beat¬ 
ing, kicking and otherwise abusing 

them! , •■■■;/, v ' 

• • ♦ • • 


"an American Prisoner 
of War," and the word 
"him;" of the excepted 
words, Not Guilty; of 
the substituted words, 
Guilty. 


Yes 
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Sp 6: Between 1 Jtiiy 19^4'and 
I? August 1945, at Tokyo Prison- 


unlawfully inliap^oS^/wi^- 
convert; to tils o,wn use. 

Red Gross and other,supplies in¬ 
tended for, the use and benefit' 
of Allied Prisoners; of; War: , V 

|S 7* Be tween _ r July^l'944: and M NG 
15 September .1945 at,Tokyo Prison¬ 
er of War Camp lo-D, KanOse, j " v: - 

Prefecture, Honshu. ,4pan, 

lawfully mistreat numerous Ameri- 
c«n and Allied Prisoners of War, 

(other then those'mentioned In ; > 
SpeoifieaMpns l^ 5 ;,: by beatihg 
and otherwise abusing them'. 

ICHIYANAG.I 

Charger Accused, at.the times 7 NG 
and ,places Set forth in the' ‘ . 

specification's hereto attached,' 
and during a time of war between 
the United States of Americaits 
Allies and Dependencies, and 
Japan, did violate . the Laws and 1 
Customs,of War. '• " 

Sp 1: .‘. During, t.he Spring of 1945, NG 
at or near Tokyo Area Prisoner 
of War Camp 16-D,,, JCanose, Niigata, 
Honshu, Japan, the' accused did 
willfully and unlawfully taistreat 
Captain Donald W. Robinson, an 
American Prisoner of Wv.r. by 
forcing him to stand at attention 
with a bucket of water in each 
hand for a long period of time 
and by otherwise abusing him. 

Sp ?s . Between .15 April 1944 and NG 
IS August 1945, at or near Tokyo 
Area Prisoner,of War Camp 16-D, 

Kanose,; Niigata., Honshu, Japan, 
the eccused did willfully and ... . 
unlawfully mistreat numerous 
American and. Allied Prisoners of 
Wer Other than as mentioned in 
Specification 1 by beating and 
Otherwise abusing them. V 

dm mm , t * / 

Charge': Accused, at the tide and NG 
places set forth in the specifica¬ 
tions hereto attached and during 
a time of war between the. United 
States of America, its Allies and 
Dependencies, and Japan, did vio¬ 
late the Laws and Customs of Far. 

(p 8 of 23 , Azuma et al,' 




~/T ^.'.£ 


' 3 'W 


St> Is In,or about July 1945, at 
25 "°5? I ok T Aroa Prf^nor of War 


v«..^bv rvcjijojrauia j mdoaiu oaixiiaj. 

also known as Katsu Sakauchi and 
others, did willfully and unlaw¬ 
fully mistreat Harold G. Rogers 
and S tartley Alexande r W1Iby, 
British Prisoners of War* and an 
unidentified Javanese Prisoner of 
War by beating," kicking, and other¬ 
wise abusing them. 

.... 

• . . • • 


Sp 2: Between 15 April 1944 and 
15 August 1945 ? at or near Tokyo 
« Area Prisoner of War Camp 16-D, 
Kandse, Niigata, Honshu, Japan'* 
accused did willfully and unlaw¬ 
fully mistreat numerous American 
a id Allied Prisoners of War other 
than as mentioned in Specification 
I by beating and otherwise abusing 
them. 

• ’■ V v‘ •/’ • ' o . 

FUKIJIMA * 

warn ' : ft i* - . . 

Charge: Accused, at the times 
: and places set forth in the speci¬ 
fications hereto attached, and 
during a time of war between 
the United States of America, 
its Allies and Dependencies, and 
Japan, did violate the Laws and 
Customs of War. . . ' 

i Sp 1: In or about September 1944 
at Tokyo Prisoner of War Camp, 

Omori Headquarters, Tokyo Area, 
Honshu, Japan, the accused, then 
a‘member of the Imperial Japanese 
Army, with one Sergeant Watanabe, 
did willfully and unlawfully mis¬ 
treat Major; Andante A. S. D*Aqiore, 
an American Prisoner of War, by 
beating and otherwise abusing him, 

Sp ,2s On or about 12 February 
1945, at Tokyo Prisoner of War 
Camp, Omori Headquarters, Tokyo 
Area, Honshu, Japan, the accused, 

; then a me mbsr of the Imperia 1 
Japanese Army, did willfully and 
unlawfully mistreat First Lieuten¬ 
ant 1 John Mi ‘Peurifoy, Jr>,i an Ameri¬ 
can Prisoner of War, by beating 
and otherwise abusing him. 


G Yos 

except the words in part 
11 with Hisao Kaneyama, 
Maseru Bannai, also 
known as Katsu Sakauchi, 
and others , 11 and the 
words,'“and Stanley 
Alexander Wilby, British 
Prisoners of ’ ar, and an 
unidentified Javanese 
Prisoner of War," sub¬ 
stituting therefor the 
words, "British Prisoner 
of War 5 "- and exceating 
the. word "them", substi¬ 
tuting therefor the word 
"him "5 of the excepted 
words, Not Guilty; of the 
substituted words, Guilty. 

NG 
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Sp 3* Between March 1945 and *'. 
April 1945, at Tokyo Prisoner of 
War Camp, Omori Headquarters, 

Tokyo Area, Honshu, Japan, the 
accused," then a member of the 
Imperial Japanese Army, did 
willfully'and unlawfully mis¬ 
treat numerous American and 
Allied Prisoners of- War other 
than as mentioned in Specifica¬ 
tions 1 and 2 , by beating and 
otherwise abusing them. 

Sp 4: Between 4 June 1945 and i; 

15 August 1945, at or near Tokyo 
Area Prisoner of War Camp 16-D, 
Kanose, Niigata, Honshu, Japan, 
the accused, then a Civilian' era-: " 
ployed by and serving with the. 
Imperial Japanese Array, did’will¬ 
fully and unlawfully mistreat ■ 
Archibald Jamies,- a. British Prig- * 
oner df War, by beating and other¬ 
wise abusing him. 






Sp 5: Between 4 June 1945 and 
15 August 1945 at or near Tokyo 1 
Area Prisoner of War Camp 16-D, 
Kanose, Niigata, Honshu, Japan, 
the accused, then a civilian em¬ 
ployed by and Serving with the 
Imperial Japanese Army, did will¬ 
fully; and unlawfully mistreat 
numerous American and Allied 
Prisoners of War-other than as - 
mentioned in Specification 4 by 
beating and otherwise abusing them. 




MINAGAWA 


Charge: Accused at the times and 
places set forth in the specifica¬ 
tions hereto attached, and during 
a time of war between the United 
States of America,, its Allies and 
rependencies, and Japan, did ..vio¬ 
late the Laws and Customs of ^ar.' 


NG 

(B 169) 


NG G Ye 

except the'words, 
"numerous American 
and Allied Prisoners 
of War," substituting 
therefor the words, 

"an Allied Prisoner 
of War "5 and excepting 
the words, "beating 
and otherwise abusing 
them", substituting 
therefor the words, 
"slapping him"; of 
the excepted v ords, 

Not Guilty; of the 
substituted words, 
Guilty. 


£p 1: luring the Fall of 1944, 


at or near Tokyo Area Prisoner of 
War Camp 16-r, Kanose, Niigata, 
Honshu, Japan, the accused did 
willfully and unlawfully mistreat 
A. M. Head., a British Prisoner 
of War, by beating him with a 
shovel and otherwise abusing him. 


G Yes 

except the words. 

"and otherwise 
abusing him" ;• of 
the executed Words, 

Not Guilty. 


fp |: .Between 15;April 1944rand - NG ... NG / 

15 August 1945, at or near'Tokyo (B I 69 ) , 

Area Pri soner of War* Camp> 16 - 1 ', ’ . 

accusec'didwillfullyandunlaw-. 

fuily^mistreat numerous American* ’ * 

and Allied Prisoners ofcWaT other ' , •- 

thanas mentlonedin Specification 
1 by beating and otherwise abusing 
them. ^ - >' ■_ 
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HAITO 


Charge: Accused, at - the times 
and places set forth in the specir 
fications hereto attached,’ and 
during a time of war between the. 
United States of America, its 
Allies and rependencies', and japan, 
cld violate the Laws, and Customs of 


NG 


Yes 


War. 


e 


p 1: Between 15 April 1944 and 


15 August 1945, at or-near Tbkyo 
Area Prisoner of War. Camp l' 6 -I , 
Kanose, Niigata, Honshu, Japan, 
the accused did willfully and un- ’ 
lawfully mistreat Wye. 'lose, 

J. C. Roy and R. J. Klassen,- 
Allied Prisoners of War by beating 
arid otherwise abusing them. 


NG 


Yes 


h ;; • 3. .Summary of the Evidence : 

a • For the Prosecution: 


Azuma 


T The eccused 0 , Hiroshi Azuma, was a lieutenant in the 

Imperial Japanese Army, assigned for duty, as Camp Commander, Tokyo 

S ?Sa 2+ f if c Ca ? P 1^-F, Kanose, Niigata, Honshu, Japan, from 
21 April 1944 to l y September 1945., ' The violations of the Laws and 
customs of war in the instant base occurred during the period and 
at or* near the place above set' forth. 


A s,to .Specifications 1 . 2 . rnd’y Not guilty (It 169 , 230 ) 


_ - As to Specifica tion 4 ; Accused' .was charged with an un¬ 

lawful disregard of, and failure' to perform, his duty as Camp Com¬ 
mander- in ^that he failed to restrain subordinates under his super¬ 
vision anc control from committlnr atrocities and other offenses 
against Allied Prisoners of War, as hereinafter set forth in the sub¬ 
specifications; 


. _ .... ^o >c ,P.QQ 1 ,£ 1 g a t i 6 n__4 -a. ; Evidence was adduced to the 

effect that in or about the month of Jay 1945, Kisao Kaneyarao, a 

acc ^ s ?£ uri<?Gr 'the letter's supervision and control 
severely heat one Walter J. Hewitt, an American prisoner of war, by 
striking him numerous blows with his closed fist about the head and 
free. As a result of said beating Hewitt sustained numerous bruises 

R n i21-122) tUred GPr drUm (EjC 16? 24 ’ 40 (paP 9) ’ 52 » 53 ’ (p 8) 5 


As to S pecification 4-b ; Not guilty (R 230). 


As to Specifica tion 4-c ; . Evidence was adduced to the 
effect that in or about the month of Parch 1945, Ranemasu Uchida, 
a subordinate of accused, and under the latter's supervisicn and 

r* nnr T»n I e»T* rmn L* T4*. T tt- 1 xi. a • ~ 


control, struck.Walter J. Hewitt, an A 

__1 J . . I , n . . . - _ * 


•rierr. prisoner of war, & 


, , 4 - , _ —* “ - j ** a. kjj. y/rr. ± j d 

sharp blow in the face, with his closed fist, after befatnng the said 
Hewitt and accusing him of being a thief (Ex 40 (par ?):, 63 (p 9); 

R 121} • i ■ * 
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- As to Specif ication 4-d ; Rogers, Kilby and a Javanese 

national whose name is Unknown, all Allied prisoners of war, were 
severely beaten during the month Of July 1945, by Kaneyama, Ishibi 
and_Bannai, who were subordinates.of accused and under his super¬ 
vision arid control. The prisoners were beaten for failure to fall 
out for an;air raid. . They ,were struck, repeatedly, knocked to the 
ground and kicked. All sustained, bruises and lacerations, and the 
prisoner 1/Vilby suffered a rupture (Ex 16, 17, 35, 38, 40 (bar 8). 
52, 53, 58, 62, « (pp 9-10), 69i S 88, 


As ..to Specificate 


. As ,to S p ecification 4-f : Turing the^ month of March 

1945, Marshal Goff ? an American prisoner of war, was beaten andforced 
to stand at attention in freezing weather for a period in excess of 
eight hours, by Kanemasu Uchida, a subordinate, under the supervi¬ 
sion and control, of accused. 1 Goff r stood outside the office of 
accused who passed.him several times while going and coming from 
his office (Ex 12, 26, 63 (p 10); R 104, 127, 128). 

As to Specification 4'-g t In or about the month of .Tune 
1944, 1 Charles B, Gavard, an American prisoner of war, was beaten 
and compelled to stand at attention in the nude, out of doors and 
in plain view of the public, for a period in excess of eight.hours, 
by Kanemasu Uchida, a subordinate under the supervision arid control 
of accused. Luring this period', ,the prisoner received no food. 

(Ex 8, 42, 50, 63 (p 11); R 128). 

As to Specification 4-h ; Turing the spring of 1945, 
Ronald M. Robinson,, an American prisoner of war, was compelled to 
stand at attention with a pail of water in each hand, for a period 
of approximately two hours, by Noburo Ichiyanagi, a subordinate, 
under the supervision and control ,pf accused. This punishment was 
meted out because Robinson, a medical captain, had expressed a pref¬ 
erence' fo,r American drugs over Japanese (Ex 15, 32, 40 (par 7-g), 

62 (par 4), 63tp 11), 71; B 86, 87, 98, 128, 129)! 

As to Specifi c ation 4- 1; luring the summer of 1944, 

Leo Johnson and Arthur Holstein, American prisoners of war wore 
severely beaten with fists and a wooden stick, about one inch in 
diameter, by Kanemasu Uchida, a subordinate under the supervision 
and control of accused. The -beatings were administered because the 
prisoners were caught drinking ice water contrary to regulations. 
Holstein’s face was badly bruised and lacerated and bis eyes were 
blackened. Johnson suffered contusions and lacerations about the 
face,'but to a lesser degree (Ex 33, 42, 63 (p 12)). 

As to Specification 4-.i : In or about July 1944 Arthur 
Holstein, an American prisoner of war, was beaten with a stick for 
a period of about five minutes by Hisao Kaneyama, a subordinate under 
the supervision and control of accused. The occasion for the beat¬ 
ing was the prisoner’s failure to salute. He sustained facial 
lacerations and a black eye as a result of the beating (Ex 30, 63 
(p 12)5 3/104). , 

As to Specification 4-k ; Jack T. Wilson, an American 
prisoner of war, Was struck across the head with a two inch stick, 
and knocked unconscious, by,Kanemasu Uchida, a subordinate under 
the supervision and control of accused (Ex 42, 45, 71; R 129),, 

* ' . ' I 

As to SpecifIcation 4-1 ; During March.1945, Ronald 
Mart indale and F.i*od Kolilis, American prisoners of war, were beaten 
with a stick and forced to stand in the open, in sub-freezing weath¬ 
er, holding pieces of ice.in their bare hands for a period in excess 
of two hours, by Hisao Kaneyama, a subordinate under the supervision 
and control of the accused- (Ex^47 , 48, 63 (p 12), 67 (p 3); R 105, ' 
106, 129). 
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Hot guilty (H 230). 


'Cx.*/ 


£-'L c. -tk. 


. . , ' to , S E^Pi£i£at.j ! oa_l-ms Between 15 April 1944 and 15 

* Hiromitzu Saito, a subordinate under the supervision 
and control of accused, beat, struck and punished by recuiring them to 
stand at attention for unreasonably long periods of time, numerous 
Allied prisoners of war. Five prisoners are specifically referred 
to in the evidence as haying, been, struck by Saito, including the 
prisoners Rose, Roy and Klassen who are named in Saito's statement 
aA having been struck by him (Ex 44, 63 (pp 12-13), 64, 71; R 92, 


. ... T Ag„, t P ■ S pec if ie.a tion 4-n; In or about June 1945, Archi¬ 

bald James, ,a British prisoner of war, was struck upon the head and 
face three or four times with a wooden shoe, by Keitaro Fukiiima a 
subordinate under the supervision and control of accused. James was 
knocked to the ground and sustained contusions and lacerations about 
the face and. head*{Ex 63 (p 13 ) • R 131 ). 


As to Specification 4-o ; Not guilty (R 169 ); 


.... A§ ,. ^P Specif i cat i on_j4^p; Evidence was adduced to the 

e ^ C lL tha ^ nun i er QUs American and Allied prisoners of war were beaten 
and. otherwise abused by subordinates under the supervision and con- 
of accused during the Period from 15 April 1944kto 15 August 
°^ er -t* 9 ? « a Jset forth in preceding specifications. Eighteen 
affidavits and_the testimony, of two witnesses, Sergeant Roy and Haior 
ft*?#! were offered, specifically referring to beltings anf abuses 
C ^ e a upon eighteen prisoners of war, not Included in the pre¬ 
ceding specifications, and upon other prisoners whose names are un¬ 
known,. during the period and at the place specified (Ex 4 , 23 24 

8?’ ?^ 40 ’p 4 ?’ 46 ’ 4 ?i, 63 <£ 9) - 6 7,69, 70,7?, 74?78; A 

u 4y • Prisone rs Aiken, English, Preston, Goff, V. Jones, 

i+Ioii Ma p tin n ale ’ Koli 3 r ls > Hewitt,, Vv : llliams, lenient, Pratt, 

Atwell, Roy Bass, Vallega, anc Fuennal were each beaten or abused, 
or both, on one or more occasions according to the evidence. 


.. ' . .There are numerous•references in the affidavits submitted 

attesting to the comparatively good conditions which prevailed at 
the subject camp; to the fact that, the- treatment of prisoners gener¬ 
ally was far better than at other-camps in which they had been incar¬ 
cerated; and to the high character and humanitarian conduct of ac- 
cuseS (Ex 7 . 12 , 29, 34, 40...(par 7-a), 41, 45, 47, 60, 79). Captain , 
J a n is, In his affidavit (Ex-40 (par 7-a)) states: "This man (accused! 
was liked and respected by all. prisoners of war at the camp for the 
manner in which he endeavored to carry out his duty to prisoners of 
war, in as humane a manner as possible." Both of the witnesses, 
sergeant Roy and Captain- Hewitt, testify to the effect that the ac¬ 
cused was gentle by nature, was considerate for the welfare of pris- 
oners, and totally lacking in vicious propensities (R 92, 95 , 96 , 

1, 142, 150, 154,' 155). Captain Hewitt states that accused never 
xorced a sick man to work, that he' permitted men to go swimming, 
provided prisoners,.with musical instruments, allowed camp shows, 
procured books for prisoners .to read, set up a post exchange which 
was^operated on a non-profit basis, met with prisoner representatives 
to discuss methods for improving camp conditions, visited sick pris¬ 
oners, permitted special foods for the sick and-generally gave-the 

He was._interested in the welfare of the prisoners 
!t 134 - 135 ). The same^witness states that conditions at the subject 
C *?^v. W il Fe i» better in all respects" than.at. any other camp in 
Mich te-had been incarcerated, and referring to accused, states 
that he was a superior Individual. One of the best." ✓ 


(p 13 of- 23- A zume e t' a 1 , Case FT tt? R H s ; // \v w \v. I eg I - 1 Of )! s. () rg/cl o c /7 a 2 6 b 


7'C^. 

As to the Additional Sueclfication s In or about February 
1945? accused beat James T. Aiken, an American prisoner of war, with 
a bamboo stick (Ex 4, 5, 3b). The prisoner was’ then removed to the 
camp office and accused departed. Uchida, a camp guard, then resumed 
the beating, striking Aiken with a wooden shoe." He then tied him to ■ 
a tree in the snow, where he remained for approximately two hours 
until accused returned and released him (R .86). Aiken had stolen 
the entire meat supply, for one day, of the prisoners (R 101) who 
were greatly angered and, according to the witness Roy'(R 106), urged 
their officers to turn Aiken over to the camp authorities for punish¬ 
ment. In reply toquestion by the Commission with reference to the 
severity .of .the beating; given by accused, the witness Roy stated; 

"I do not, think Lt. Azuma is capable of giving a man a severe beating." 
(R 10.6, 124, 156)-... • . . - 

: ■ 1 * ■ ■ \ ■ *' .. • •. . 

1 .• Kanevama . ... 

V,' The accused H.isao Kaneyama was a civilian employee of 
the Imperial' Japanese 'Army, assigned, for,, duty in the Finance Office, 
at Tokyo' Area Prisoner of; .War Camp 16-L., ■ Kanose, Niigata, Honshu, 
Japan, from 1 July 1944 to .7 September 1945. The violatjcns of the 
Laws and. Customs of War. in, the instant case occurred during' the period 
and at or hear, the place above ,set forth. • - J ; 

‘ As to' Specification .1 ('Kanevama) ; Not guilty (R 230) . 


' - As to Specification' 2 

Specif ie'ation 4-j) . . ~ 7^ 


(Same as Azuma, 


.... y 1,r . ; • . . . • • 

•. :'. As to Specification 3 (Kanevama) ; (Same as Azuma, 

Specifica^ipn X-l). . • ... ■ •• : 

• As to gpeci'fication 4 (Kanevama) :- (Same as Azuma, 
Specif lcatIon 4-a), , " , ..•••• - 


‘ As to Specification 5 (Kanevama) ; (fame•as Azuma,' 
Specification 4-dK . 

5 ; As to. Specification 6 (Kanevama) : Not-guilty (R 23.1) . 

As to -Specification .7 (Kanevama) ; Evidence was adduced 
to’the ..effect that .accused beat and abused numerous American and 
Allie'd prisoners of war, other than those mentioned in Specifications 
2 to 5, between 1 July 1944 and 15 September 1945. Prisoners Preston, 
English, Kolilis, Jones, Martindale, and Wilson were each beaten oh 
one or’more occasions, other than as previously mentioned, by accused 
Ox 24, 47, 51 9 70 ) . In addition there a re. numerous general averments, 
including the ac’cused's own statement, to .the'effect that during the 
period and a.t 'the place specified. accused • slapped, struck, kicked 
and Otherwise'.abused many prisoners of war whose names are not spe 
cifica'lly mentioned (Ex 16, 23 , 40 (par 7-h), 42, 46^ 48, 53; R 88 ). 


The accused Noburo Ichiyanagi was a civilian employee of 
the Japanese Imperial Army assigned for duty as a medical orderly at 
Tokyo Area Prisoner Of War 'Camp 16-L, I'anose, Niigata, Honshu, Japan, 
from I? September 1944 to on or about 15 September 1945. The viola¬ 
tions -’of '.the Laws and .Customs of'Vhr in the instant case occurred 
during the period and'at or near the place specified. v 


As to Specification'1 
Specification 4-h). 


(fame as Azuma- 
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As to £pacification 2 (Ichiyanagj.) ; Evidence was ad¬ 
duced to the effect that accused beat and abused numerous American 
and Allied prisoners of war, other than as mentioned in Specification 
. 1. between 15 April 1944 and If August 194?. Prisoners Goff, Johnson, 
Williams and Wilson were each beaten, slapped or forced to stand at 
a vtention for periods in excess of one hour on one or more occasions 
by accused (Ex 25, 43, 67 , 71) In addition there are numerous gen¬ 
eral averments to the effect that accused constantly slapped and 
harrassed prisoners although he gave few severe beatings (Ex 15, 

40 (par 7-g), ;45* 69 R 103, 146). ’ 

: ' tv •*; * ■ "> r *\ . • 

Ishibe 

The accused Kiyoji Ishibe, was a civilian employee of 
the Japanese Imperial Army assigned for duty as a guard at Tokyo 
Area Prisoner of War Camp 16-B, Kanose, Niigata, Honshu, Japan from 
14 May 1945 tp September 1945. The violation of the Laws and Customs 
of War in the instant case occurred during the time and at or near 
the place specified. 


As to Specification 1 (Ishibe) : Evidence was adduced 
to the effect that accused beat' Harold G. Rogers, a British prisoner 
of war, in or about July 1945, for the latter's failure to respond 
to an air raid- warning * Accused in his statement admits beating 
Rogers (Ex 38 ). Rogers in his statements places accused at the' 
scene of the beating but does not specifically allege that accused 
beat him. He refers to Kaneyama as administering the beating but 
is vague as to theextent of accused's uarticipation (Ex 62, 63 
(pp 9-10)). The witness Roy in his testimony places accused at the 
scene but stresses JGaneyama' s participation, stating that when the 
latter finished beating his man, ho then beat Rogers, because ac¬ 
cused was not,doing a thorough job. The witness further states that 
a ol e <? 6 G b el, «lly never bothered anybody and was a good fellow 
(R 00 , 107, 108). The witness Hewitt states that the men preferred 
to,work under accused because he was considerate of their welfare 
(1 139, 140), 


As to Spec ification 2 (Ishibe) ; Not guilty (R 169 ). 

Fuki-iima 

The accused Keltpro Fukijima was a private in the Japan¬ 
ese Imperial Army, assigned for duty in the Food Supply Section of 
the. Tokyo Prisoner of War Camp, Omori Headquarters, Tokyo Area, 
Honshu, Japan, from 6 March, 1944 to 30 April 1945; and was a civilian 
employee of the Japanese Imperial Army assigned for duty as a pris¬ 
oner guard at Tokyo Prisoner of War Camp 16-L, Kanose, Niigata, Hon¬ 
shu, Japan ? from 5 June 1945 until on or about 1 September 1945 . 

The violations of the Laws and Customs of War in the instant case 
occurred during the periods and at the places above set forth. 


As to Specification 1 (Fuki.iima) : The affidavit of 
Major D'Amore, an American prisoner of vrnr at 0;,cr: Camp (Ex 76), 
was offered, to the effect that the accused, in company with another 
guard,had, during the month of September 1944, beaten the affiant 
with fists and sticks, inflicting cuts and bruises about his'head. 


As to Specification 2 (Fukiiimal ; The affidavit of 
Lti Peurifoy, an American prisoner of war at Omori Camp (Ex 77)it 
was offered to the effect that, on or about 12 February 1945, accused 
had beaten him across the face with a leather belt for his inadver¬ 
tent disregard of an order. He states that be was struck with, great 
force at least fifteen times, and sustained severe cuts and bruises 
about the face as a result thereof.. 
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As_jto ...Specif ioation £ (Fukl Ur**) -. Mot guilty (R I 69 ) . 

Speciftcatio n^ 4 ^ n).^ s ^amo-as Azune, 

mpnt (Fy 74.) fe ' l * - $F ukl .1 $#«) . ? Accusoc in his state' 
® en p | Ex 74) admits striking two prisoners at Gamp 16-h. 'Maior 

Hewitt, in his testimony (R I 31 ), states that he saw accused slap 
and.punch a British prisoner, whom he thought was named, "rriver", 
during June 1945; \ “ * 

• Minaeawa ' . . :; V $ •“ ' 


ou c -■ ThQ ; ^accused T Tokio .Miriagawa was, a civilian employed by 
_ v-howg- Denko Company Ltd. (Kanose Factory)a Japanese ..company 
employing prisoners of war, andyfas assigned for ddty as a super,-, 
visor ef prisoners at said factory from April 1944 to August 1945. 
The violations of the Laws and Customs of War in the instant case 
occurred during the period and at the place specified. 

1 Accused, in his 

a .r*£u adm: ^s -striking a; prisoner-of /war named Arthur #?, Head 

S 5? 4 . s % t 2 d that-the .prisoner, was loafing .and so he 

struck him .in a fit of temper CjSjc 54), ,H, .G,. Rogers, in his affi- 
2u Vlt Av* .3». Jh 13>» states that' he. saw accused strike Head two or 
three times with a shovel, knocking him.to the ground. 

As to Spe cification 2 'CMinagawah : Not' guilty (R I69). 


- Salto 


r 


.. e . v „ - The accused Hiromitzu Salto was a civilian employed by 
the Showa.Donko Company Ltd. (Kanoso Factory), a Japanese concern 
employ;mgvprisoners of war. and wus assigned for duty as a security 
guard at_the Tokyo Area Prisoner of. War Camp 16-P, Kanose, Niigata, 
Honshu, Japan, from May.1944 to September 1945; The violations of* 
th© Lpws and Customs of War in the Instant case occurred during the 
period and at the place specified. --V 


4£ ., -t?Q Specification 1 (f n ito) ; (Same as Azuma, Specifi¬ 


cation 4-m). 

For thePofense ; , ! ■ 

Azuma .. ■ - 

, /ri•^ 1 I? e J -°. c ? USGd » Hop?shi Azuma, being first apprised of his 

rights, (R. 203) took the stand and testifiod under oath i.n his own 
uGhQ lx • ..... ■ * 

• • : He. stated that he'had.no knowledge or recollection 

9 Lea ting of Hewitt by Heneyama, Specification 4 -a 

(.R 206) ; ■ Hewitt’s beating by Uchida, Specification 4-c (R 207); 
the beating of Wilby,. Rogers and the Javanese prisoner,-by Kaneyama, 
Isbibe and Bonnai, Specification 4-3. <R« 207);. .the ..beating of Goff, 
Ca ^^ on ^ 209)5 the Gavard incident, Specification 4-g 
(R 209); tho punishment of Robinson, Specification 4-h (R 210); the 

of H °Lstein and Johnson, Specifications 4-i ard 4-1 (R 211); 
the Wiison beating, Specification 4-k (R 211 ); the Martindale and 
Kolilis incident, Specification 4-1 (R 213 ); the beating of Rose, 

R°y and Klass.en,, Specification 4-m (R 213 ).; the beating of James, ‘ - 

v/p^pificutioh,4“h (R 214) i nor did he recall ever having beaten Aiken. 
Additippal Specification- (,R 20 j6) . ' /- ‘ 1 
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He stated that about twice a ^jnbnth he assembled all 
subordinates and instructed them to the effect that prisoners 
of war were to be treated fairiy and in accordance with the provi- 
s ’.ons of the Geneva Convention, arid were only'to be punished in 
accordance with army regulations (R 208). He authorized guards to 
impose extra duty of a light nature and to compel prisoners to, 
stand at attention for short per ods of time for minor infractions 
of. regulations (H 209)«. He requested that Uchida be transferred 
because of his ill treatment of 'prisoners when same was brought to 
His attention and the transfer was effected in April "1945 (R 211) , 

He took!prompt action-whenever beatings at the factory were ;re. V ' 
ported to him and never "condoned" any beatings (R 214, 215) ,.. He 
denies ever having beaten a prisoner himself (R 215). He punished • 
Ichiyanagi by requiring him to work .over .time when it was reported 
that the latter had struck a prisoner (R 217) 

Ka.neygmp. 

The accused, Hisao Kaneyama, being first apprised of 
his rights/.(R 193 ) took,,the stand and testified under oath in his 
own behalf . i. 

, . .. — He-admitted striking Holstein (Specification 2) but 

states that it was with his open'hand and not. a stick (R 195), 

196).. He stated that he did not qrder Martindale and Kolilis to 
stand arid hold the. pieces of ice'(Specif icatio'n 3) but that the .... ■ 
order was given by another gua&d named 'Agawa., He admitted that, / 
he was present at the time (R 19.6) , He stated that he did not re¬ 
member how long these mon stood in pbsition arid that he did not think 
Azuma knew of the incident (R'197). He admitted striking Hewitt in 
the face, twice, with his open hand (Specification 45 R 198 ). He 
admitted striking two prisoners and knocking them to the ground, and 
stated that he later struck one' of. these prisoners in the face' with 
a "slender rod" (Specification ,5$ R 199). He stated that'this beat¬ 
ing was ordered by Sergeant Bannai (R 200). He stated that he gave 
medical attention to the prisoners and procured food for them to the 
best of his ability (R 201). He denied striking the prisoner Goff, 
arid stated that Azuma was not in the camp when he struck Hewitt (R. 

202 ). He denied ever striking a prisoner with, a stick, kicking them 
or throwing water on them (R 202),. He denied striking any prisoner 
other than those mentioned (R 203 ). . 

. ' . » 1 ‘ 

; I c fr iyanagi . , • ., ‘ 

The acc'used Noburo Ichiyanagi, being first apprised' of 
his rights, took the stand and testified under oath in his own 
behalf (R 177). , 

He stated that all camp personnel were assembled twice 
a month for iristruetton by Azuma, and they were told that prisoners 
were not to be struck (R 178 ), ‘ He admitted making Robinson stand 
holding the buckets of water for "ten minutes," because the latter 
had spoken disparagingly of, and refused to use, medicine which he 
had gone to some trouble to procure (R 178-, 180) . He stated that 
Azuma did riot see this incident nor did he report it to him (R 180). 

He, admitted striking one prisoner and requiring him to work overtime, 
for not doing good, work but, did not- recall, his name (R l r l). . He 
reported the extra duty, to Azuma but not the fact that he had struck 
the prisoner. As a result Azuma. made accused work two lours overtime 
each day for ones week (R l8l), He denied s triking any'other prisoners 
or striking or abusing Johnson ,(R I 83 ). He denied promiscuous'slap- - 
pi.rig. of prisoners:, denied having inoculated Goff with a blunt needle 
or’ forcing him to work vfith an infected arm (R 184). Pie stated that 
hi became medical; orderly in the middle of May 194-5 and previously 
had.ho connection with the medical section (R 185). 
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Ishibe 


.•A 
S • 


The accused, K!iyoji Ishjbe, being first apprised of his 
rights, took the stand and testified under oath in his own behalf (R 
M70) . '■ 1 ->‘7 ' ,ft'\ %■ ■ J; .*•: h - ' •». ;» 

. -v He admitted.Striking Rogers a light. slap with his hand 
•on®, on orders from Sergeant.jBmiaii 1 . Hu denies having kicked him, 
and .stated that. he. -had never .struck any other: prisoner (,R 171, 

On the ‘same- occasion (air raid incident) he- saw-Kaneyama . strike 
another prisoner whose name he did ; not know, with an iron instrument 
(R 173). - He denied .having stated - in his affidavit (Ex 38 ) that he 
shad .kicked the ' prisoner Rogers (R-175)-. Azuma stated that Ishibe 
was gentle and., was liked by the prisoners (B 207 ) * . . 

. ' . l) ‘ ‘ ■ . . ? .. ■ f- ». : •' 1 , ; 

- - ••• ' F.ukftima . , • . *' * : 4 • • ' ' 

;•- .■ . ■ ./ 

}'A; 7 - .The accused j Keitaro Fukijima, did not testify. 

aft •“ . ..... 

%&■>>v ’• • , . ■ ; . • , 

The accused, Tokio Minagawa, being first apprised of 
jhis.;rights (R-189), took the stand and testified under oath in his 
.own .behalf. i*..- •• .... 

■-J.fi . iff • \ t". . • ■ • ‘ 6 ... . . '... u ;■ j *; ^ __ . 

He admitted striking a prisoner once, because the man' 
refused to ddliis' work properly. He struck the prisoner (Head) on 
the shoulder with his open hand. The man was not injured and con¬ 
tinued to work (R : 190). 'He denied striking the prisoner with a 
shovel and stated* that he did not remember having stated‘in his 
aff idavit (Ejc .54) 'that he had done so (R 191) • Head j the .prisoner ■ 
Assaulted,/makes 'novm@ntion of the occurrence in his statement (Ex 




' i .- t/-. 


-The .accused, .Hiromitzu Saito,. being first apprised of. 
his rights ; (R .186) , took the stand and testified under oath in his 
..own :fbehalf. • 


‘ The accused stated.that he was employed and paid by , 

.the Showa"Denko Company and assigned to work at the camp as a 
security guard. He was subject to.the direction and supervision of 
Azuma j camp commandant. .. Ho stated that Azuma bad given instructions 
that ’’the prisoners of war. were, absolutely not to be hit He ad¬ 
mitted .striking prisoners .twice (R 186, 187 ). On the first occasion 
he struck two-prisoners on .the cheek with his open handtwith medium 
force. On another occasion he struck a prisoner with his open hand 
for smoking in a latrine. He did not report these incidents to Azuma. 
He never struck any, other prisoner, and does not recall .having made 
a previous statement : (Ex 64 ) to the effect that he had struck about 
thirteen prisoners (R 188) . / , V_^ 

4. Opinion 

• .The commission was ^constituted by'.proper authority and had 
jurisdiction over the parties accused,.and of.tho offenses charged. 
There is nd evidence that the accused, were not sane at the. /time of 
tne- commission of the alleged acts or at the time of their trial. 

The accused were given a fair trial,, were ably defended, cooperated 
in-their own defenseand -With the exception of the accused Fukijima, 
all-took the ; witness stand'and testified' in their own-behalf.-". 
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o Azuroa 

The record is legally sufficient to sustain the findings 
of Guilty against the accuser Azuma under Specif ications -4-A, 4-c,. 
4-d, 4-f, 4-g, 4-h, 4-i, 4-j, 4-k, 4-1, 4-m, 4-n, 4-p, the Additional 
Specification and of the Charge. The beatings inflicted on prisoners 
of war by subordinates of accused were sufficiently numerous and 
extended over such a long'period of time, that the contention that 
he had no knowledge of same is -untenable. The conclusion that he 
either knew of the course of conduct being indulged in by his sub¬ 
ordinates with reference to their treatment of prisoners, or should 
have known of it, is irresistable. Nor can it be said that having 
knowledge of this conduct, whether actual or constructive, he took 
adequate steps to correct and eliminate it. He was the commanding 
officer, and. the offenders were his subordinates and subject to his 
orders. It is difficult to believe that these subordinates would 
continue to flagrantly violate direct orders of their superior offi¬ 
cer prohibiting the infliction of corporal punishment on prisoners, 
unless they had reason to believe, that at least tacitly-, he approved 
of same. There is much to be said on behalf of.accused in mitigation. 
The evidence makes it clear that he was not a vicious character and 
did not possess brutal propensities, but on the contrary was a kind 
and gentle person.who in many ways lightened the burden of the pris¬ 
oners, and concerned himself with their welfare. While his good 
works must be considered in arriving at a just punishment, they can¬ 
not excuse or expunge his guilt for failure to perform his duty to 
protect prisoners of war from the illegal and wrongful acts of his 
subordinates. 



' -The record is legally sufficient to sustain the find¬ 
ings of. Guilty against the accused Kaneyama under Specifications 
2, 3*' 4.,, 5, 7) and of the Charge. The testimony of the witnesses 
and the averments contained in the many affidavits, in addition to 
the adverse admissions made by accused under oath, both before and 
at the trial, establish .the accused's guilt, under the named speci¬ 
fications, beyond a reasonable doubt. 



The record is legally sufficient to sustain the find¬ 
ings of Guilty against the accused Ichiyanagi under Specifications 
1 and 2 and of the Charge. The evidence establishes the accused's 
guilt of the named specifications beyond a reasonable doubt. 

Ishibe 

. * ; .. ] -1 . . . 

Only so much of the finding of Guilty against the ac¬ 
cused Ishibe under Specification 1, as provides for a finding that 
the accused willfully and unlawfully mistreated the prisoner Rogers 
by "slapping" him should bo approved. Evidence of his guilt of 
"beating, kicking and otherwise abusing" the prisoner is inconclusive, 
but guilt of the lesser included offense is established by the evi¬ 
dence, beyond a reasonable doubt. 



The ..record is legally sufficient to sustain the find- 
ilgs of Guilty against the accUsed Fukijima under Specifications 
1, 2, 4, 5, and of the Charge. The evidence adduced by the prosecu¬ 
tion including the admissions containedlin the accused's affidavit 
(Ex 74) establishes his guilt under the named specifications, be¬ 
yond a reasonable doubt. ( 
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The record is legally sufficient to sustain tbe finding 
of Guilty against tho accused >!inagawa under Specification 1 and of 
tbe Charge. The evidence adduced by the prosecution, including the 
accused’s own adverse admissions, establishes his guilt under the 
named specification, beyond a reasonable doubt. 




The record is legally sufficient to sustain the finding 
of Guilty against the accused Saito under Specification 1, and of 
the Charge. The evidence adduced by the prosecution in addition to 
the adverse admissions of accused, under oath, establishes his guilt 
under the named, specification,-beyond a reasonable doubt. 


5; 


v'-lth^.-'b’dierts'G '.fias .-fiJ.Qdl> T ^itten.!m6tions for Disapproval of 
Findings and Modification pf Sentenceon behalf of Azuraa,.Kaneyama, 
Ichiyanagi, Ishibe, Fukijima ahd Saito. Seven'letters of clemency 
have been submitted, including one on behalf of Azuma signed by 
Colonels Dunn and Leyds, members of the Commission, before whom the 
accused were tried. All motions and letters, of . clemency have been 
carefully read and considered,. ; 


i j . ■. 

Azuma 


The Commission sentenced the accused to confinement at hard 
labor for seven years. The sentence is legal. 


./ It is recommended that the findings of the Commission be. 
approved., 


"•••' • .A .review of all the evidence relative to this accused, and 
the'clemency letters submitted on his behalf, and comparing his sen¬ 
tence with those imposed by other commissions for offenses similar 
to those of which he has been found guilty, leads to the conclusion 
that the sentence is excessive. It is recommended that only so much 
of the sentence as provides for confinement at hard labor for three 
(3>) years be approved. The accused was confined 26 February 1946, 
went to trial 21 July 1947 and was sentenced on 31 July 1947. In 
compliance with established policy, because of the length of time 
he was in confinement prior to date of. sentence, it is recommended ' 
that fourteen (14) months of the sentence of confinement at hard 
labor imposed be remitted. " T 


The Commission sentenced the accused to confinement, at hard 
labor for fourteen (14) years. The sentence is legal; 


, ■ ,'iVl It is recommended that the findings, of the Commission be 
approved.; ' . " . 


It is recommended that the sentence be approved. The ac¬ 
cused, was confined 30 December 1945, went to trial on 21 July 1947 
and was sentenced on 31 July 1947. In compliance with established 
policy, because of the- length of time 'he was in confinement prior 
to date of sentence, it is recommended that sixteen (16) months of 
the sentence of confinement at hard labor imposed, be remitted. 
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lne tomraission sentenced the accused to confinement at hard 
1 fl‘ve.'3(5> years. The sentence -is- legal. 

It Is. recommended that the findings of the Commission be 


approved 


for offenses similar to those of which this accused has. been found 
guilty, the seh.te'nce is excessive.- It is recommended that only so 
much of the sentence as provides for confinement to hard labor' for 
three (3) years be..approved, The accused was confined 1 February 
194-7? went to trial 21 July 194-7 ahd was sentenced 31 July 1947, 

In compliance with established policy, because of the. length of time 
he. was in confinement prior J to date of sentence it is recommended 
that three (3) months of the sentence of confinement at hard labor 
imposed be remitted. ‘ . • •• > _ . 1 ■ : 

•. Ishibe . 

The Commission sentenced the accused to confinement at hard 
labor for two (2) years. The sentence is legal. 


As modified above (par 4) it is recommended that .the find¬ 
ings of the Commission be approved. 


By comparison with sentences' imposed by other Commissions 
for offenses similar to that of which this accused was found guilty, 
the sentence is excessive. It is recommended that only so much of 
the sentence as provides for confinement' at hard labor- fob one and 
one-half (l£) years be approved. The accused was confined 4 February 
1947, went to trial 21 July 1947 and was sentenced 31 July 1947. 
Because of the length of time accused was in confinement prior to 
date of sentence, it is recommended that the unserved portion of 
the sentence of confinement at hard labor imposed be remitted. 



The Commission sentenced the accused to confinement at hard 
labor for seven (7) years. The sentence is legal. 

. < - it.is recommended that the findings of the Commission be 

approved. ; . 


By comparison with sentences imposed by- other .Commissions 
for offenses similar to those of which this accused.-has been found 
guilty the sentence is. excessive. It is recommended that only, so 
much of the sentence as provide,s for confinement .at .hard labor for 
five. (.5) years; be approved'. The. accused was confined .3 March 1947, 
went to- trial..21 JUIy 1947, and/was, /sentenced on 3l July 1947. In 
compliance‘with established policy,, because of the length of time 
he wa„s. in, confinement prior to date of sentence, it is recommended 
that two (2) months .of the sentence of confinement at hard labor 
imposed be remitted.' -* . 



f'The. Commission sentenced the accused to confinement at hard 
labor for one and one-half (l£) years.' The sentence is legal. 


• It is,.recommended that .the- findings of.the. Commission be 
approved; ,..' v 'i'.:C'.‘' 


• ) „ ••. • v . ; 9 
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It is rocolnmehdGd that the sentence' of confinement at hare! 
labor fol* one an,d one-half (l-g) years be approved. The accused was 
confined 4 February 1947, went to'trial 21 July 1947 and was sen¬ 
tenced 31 July 1947 . Because of the length of time accused was in 
confinement prior to date of sentence it is recommended that the 
uhserved portion of the sentence, of confinement at hard labor imposed 
be. remi tted, *- v V-• : • * •• ‘ •. . » . , 

. * ••• . !r'- w - '••• • v,i"i ■ • • 

ms.2 .., ; v v, 

The Commission sentenced the accused. Saito to confinement 
at hard labor for five (5) years. The sentence is legal. 

? . •" It; ls : recommended that the findings of the Commission be 

approvedi •• 1 ; - : '• . . 

< By comparison -With sentences imposed by other Commissions 

for offenses similar to those of which" this accused has been found 
guilty the sentence is excessive. ■ It is recommended, that only so 
much of the- sentence as provides-for confinement at, hard labor for 
three ( 3 ) years be approved. The accused was confined 4 February 
1947, went to trial 21 July 194? and was sentenced 31 July 1947. In 
compliance with established policy, because of the length of timo 
he was in confinement-prior to d’ate of sentence. it is recommended 
that two and one-half (2-jJr) months of the sentence of confinement at 
hard labor imposed-be remitted. ' •' ' 

6 . Actipn ? 

o 

Attached hereto, are forms of action designed to carry into 
effect the abbvc recommendations. 


THOMAS L. MAGEE 
Reviewer 

Judge Advocate Section 


I concur in general* As to the sentences, the following i-s observed: 

V ■' . • t .• * 

Azuma . The one instance of personal mistreatment of a prisoner of war and 
..many cases of abuses by subordinates indicating culpable neglect .call for 
approval of .at..least a seven year sentence. The many statements by prisoners 
of war of personal kindnesses by the accused to them and the Clemency request of 
two commission, members indicate that clemency is justified. A remission of all 
of the sentence in excess of five years with the usual credit for pre-trial- 
confinement is recommended. 

Kaneyama . Fourteen years* confinement, for conviction of the offenses 
charged in. seven specifications involving, beatings which resulted in.such dis- 
■ abilities as a fractured eardrum, a rupture and broken nose is not an excessive 
sentence*. •• \ 

• Ibhiyanagi . .A.five year sentenced or conviction of one specification of a 
routine iype, beating .and one.of fou^ 1 named ani many more unnamed beatings, 
slappi'ngs ,and .prolonged standing .Of prisoners of war at attention, does not 
require mitigation. ” ' 

„ .. - x 

Ishibe, The two, y’ear. septence, for conviction of beating ,and kicking a 
prisoner of war is consonant with appropriate sentence “adjudged by other 
commissions, in similar cases* ■ 

Fukijima . ’ The sarnie is true of the seven year sentence for conviction of 
four specifications-;involving severe beatings. Nevertheless ^tf^/^ww^e^r^ots^ro/doc/Ti^eb^ 
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acts of kindness as certified by a U.S. prisoner of war lieutenant colonel and 
a major should be shown by remission of two years of his sentence. 

. 

Minagawa . Nothing indicates that this one and one-half year sentence for 
one beating should be disturbed. 

Saito . His five year sentence for conviction of three beatings is not 
inconsistent with those returned by other commissions in cases involving similar 
facts. 

In summary, approval of all sentences is recommended but all but five years 
of Azuma’s confinement at hard labor and all but five years of Fukijima's likewise 
should be remitted. Proposed alternate actions to implement these recommendations 
are attached. 


ALLAN R BROWNE 
Lt Col, JAGD 
Army Judge Advocate 
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